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To the many parents and volunteers, area churches, schools, organizations 
that have made this special community event possible,  

Thank you!  
 
 

An offering will be collected in the narthex following each performance.  
Please consider contributing to this offering, which will help defray  

some of the costs of the production. 
Thank you! 



 

 

Noye’s Fludde 
a community church opera 

by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
based on a 15th-century Chester “miracle” play,  
recounting the Biblical story of Noah and the Ark in the Book of Genesis  
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Solo String Quintet       

Catherine Hazan   Violin 1   Matthew Miller   Organ 

Krystal Rosenbusch   Violin 2   Rodney Cleveland   Piano 

Rebekah Logan   Viola   Will Thomas Cleveland   Piano 

Richard Thomas   Cello     

Rich Ritter   Double-Bass  Cody Beard   Trumpet 

    Reed Gallo   Trumpet 

Ripieno Strings     Allison McGrath   Trumpet 

Liliana Garcia Weathers   Violin 1   Noa Miller   Trumpet 
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Amy Blackwood   Viola  Sam Walburn   Percussion 
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    Beth Hardage   Handbells 
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“Lord, Jesus Think on Me” 
Copyright 1958, Britten-Pears Foundation 



 

 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 
Copyright 1958, Britten-Pears Foundation 



 

 

“The Spacious Firmament on High” 
(“Tallis’ Canon”) 



 

 

Conductor’s Note 
 

I have a deep affinity for the works of the English composer Benjamin Britten. At The 
Santa Fe Opera in 2006, I had the privilege of singing Bob Boles in Britten’s Peter 
Grimes, one of his early operas. Since that first experience with singing in a Britten 
opera, I have been extremely fortunate to sing the Novice in four productions of Billy 
Budd, with one of my favorite productions being at the Metropolitan Opera; in addition 
to singing roles in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Chicago, Spain and Palermo, Italy), 
The Turn of the Screw (Belgium), Albert Herring (Santa Fe), and the title role in the 
oratorio Saint Nicholas with the Greenville Chorale, in Greenville, SC.  
 
When I founded the Greenwood Music Festival (2007-2012), I had hoped to mount a 
production of Noye’s Fludde, Britten’s community church opera, at First Baptist Church 
Greenwood during our proposed sixth season in 2013. However, the funds to produce it 
were simply beyond what we could afford at the time. I believed in the work, the spirit 
of community within the piece, and the beautiful message of God’s promise and love to 
all of us. I knew I wanted to someday bring this work to Greenwood, but that time 
would have to wait. 
 
With the most generous financial support of the First Baptist Church Foundation, 
Noye’s Fludde is finally being presented in Greenwood. With a wonderful cast including 
Metropolitan Opera singers Kyle Pfortmiller and Kirstin Chávez, and Greenwood native 
and Broadway star Stacey Robinson, plus local children and youth singing the roles of 
animals, local youth, Lander University and University of South Carolina students 
singing the roles of Noye’s family, and a large orchestra of local and area musicians, 
this amazing work will come to life. Sets and costumes were all pulled together and 
created by many volunteers, with additional set pieces from Corey Langley at Trustus 
Theater in Columbia, and FBN Productions, Inc. also based in Columbia and directed by 
Ellen D. Schlaefer. My enormous thanks to so many people behind the scenes. 
 
I am immensely grateful to the FBC Foundation for their financial support. I am 
thankful for Ellen Douglas Schlaefer, whom I have known since my first summer in 
Santa Fe in 1998, for being here to direct; and I’m so grateful for Kyle, Kirstin, and 
Stacey who agreed to be a part of this special event. My heartfelt thanks to the 
Greenwood community of children, youth, the Lander University students and faculty, 
and the local and area musicians who have all agreed to participate. This is, in Britten’s 
own words, a “community” opera - performed by and for the larger community. The 
collaboration of so many Greenwood and area musicians and volunteers is a testament 
to the strong sense of community in our corner of the world, and to the thriving arts in 
our wonderful community of Greenwood.  



 

 

Within the work, Britten incorporates three hymn tunes, to be sung by the audience or 
congregation, a further nod to everyone in the community participating in the 
performance. Britten insisted that Noye’s Fludde be performed in a church, rather than a 
concert hall. I am delighted we can present it in this beautiful sanctuary of First Baptist 
Church. I am thrilled you are here to participate, sing, watch, laugh, and take part in the 
beauty and message of Noye’s Fludde. I hope you enjoy and are moved by these 
performances.  
 
Within the opera comes this transcendent moment, one of Noye’s most beautiful 
phrases: 
 
Ah, Lord, blessed be Thou aye, That me hast comfort thus today; 
My sweete dove to me brought has A branch of olive from some place. 
It is a sign of peace. Ah Lord, honoured must Thou be, All earth dryës now, I see.  
        
Thank you for coming to experience this special event in our community,  
 
Keith Jameson 
 
 
 
 

Meet Our Guest Artists 
 
Kyle Pfortmiller, baritone (Noye) 
 

Kyle Pfortmiller has been heard at the Metropolitan Opera as Marquis d'Obigny in 
Verdi’s La traviata as well in Andre Chenier, Faust,  La franciulla del West., The Magic 
Flute, and as Brian's father in the New York Premiere of Nico Muhly's Two Boys. One 
of Kyle’s most recent and notable roles is a reprise of the role of Mr. XE in the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning opera, Angel's Bone, by composer Du Yun and librettist Royce Vavrek 
with the Beijing Festival and the Hong Kong New Arts Festival. He has employed his 
unique talents in opera, operetta, and musical theatre, from the contemporary to the 
classic. His repertoire includes the title roles in Don Giovanni Il barbiere di Siviglia, and 
Rigoletto as well as Valentin (Faust), Count Almaviva (Le nozze di Figaro), Count di 
Luna (Il Trovatore), Count Carl Billy Bigelow (Carousel), Haj, the Poet (Kismet) and 
Henry Higgins (My Fair Lady). Kyle made his television debut in 2021 in an episode of 
“Food That Built America” and can be seen in a starring role this year in an episode 
about Pop Tarts. He was born in Elgin, Illinois, and currently resides in New York City 
with his wife. Kyle has the distinction of being the one actor in NYC who has not 
appeared in Law and Order. 
 



 

 

Kirstin Chávez, mezzo soprano (Noye’s Wife) 
 

Kirstin Chávez has enjoyed a successful career as an opera singer performing around the 
world with opera companies, symphony orchestras, and in recital and concert over the 
last 25 years. In 2016, she joined the School of Music at the University of Utah as Artist 
in Residence, and now helps aspiring students of singing of all levels learn the 
intricacies of a performance career. Kirstin’s signature role of Carmen from the opera by 
Georges Bizet inspired her to create Carmen Inside Out, a one-woman stage adaptation 
of the opera told through singing, dance, and monologues entirely from Carmen’s point 
of view, and shedding new light on the inner workings of this iconic character. Kirstin 
continues to perform internationally, and has recently started a non-profit arts 
organization, CIO Partners, which creates artistic opportunities for performers in every 
field, and advances the power and presence of arts in the Community. 
(www.kchavez.com) 
 
Stacey Robinson, bass-baritone (Voice of God) 
 

Baritone, Stacey Robinson a South Carolina native, is from a musical family where he 
grew up singing in the Baptist Church. His Grandmother, Isabel Robinson encouraged 
him to keep singing. After high school he was awarded a vocal scholarship to the 
University of South Carolina where at age 17 his singing of "Old Man River" won him a 
spot on the college's tour of Korea. He later transferred to Morehouse College where he 
was a soloist with the famed Morehouse Glee Club. He was then awarded a full 
scholarship to The Juilliard School. After graduating, his professional career began in 
London, England where he starred as "Husky Miller" at the historic Old Vic Theater in 
Carmen Jones. He made his Broadway debut in Phantom of the Opera unaware that he 
had broken a color barrier being the first "visibly black" member of the ensemble. His 
credits include leading roles in Showboat, Jesus Christ Superstar, Big River, La Cage 
Aux Folles, Children of Eden and most recently Elton John/Tim Rice' Aida. In opera, 
and oratorio his work includes the Requiem's of Mozart, Verdi, and Faure. Roles in 
Rigoletto, Carmen, Cosi Fan Tutte, Le Nozze Di Figaro, La Boheme, Amahl and the 
Night Visitors, and Porgy and Bess where he received critical acclaim as "Crown" 
winning the Los Angeles NAACP Theater Award. He was later hired by Ossie Davis to 
play the role of Paul Robeson/All American. NY Times Critic wrote "Stacey Robinson's 
strong presence, and rich baritone voice evokes the spirit of Paul Robeson" He continues 
to sing, act, and do voice over work. His versatility has kept him in "the business." He is 
represented by Nani/ Saperstein Artist Management. He has been a member of Riverside 
Church since 2004. He volunteers with Membership Care and Parish Life, and is the 
Convener of Marantha. In his activism and spiritual life his mantra is Philippians 4:13 "I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” 
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